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USF's 38th commencement set

USF St. Petersburg professor Tom Mieczkowski is
the principal investigatorof
a pioneering study using human
hair samples to determine drug
use. He is also the chairman of the
National Association of State
Universities' drug policy committee, a panel that is creating a
policy paper on drug issues for
the 1990s that will be distributed
to Congress ahd White House
and select political groups around
the country.
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Moffitt Cancer Center's
Bone Marrow Program has
been designated a Transplant Center, and offers both
transplantation and collection of
bone marrow for patients receiving transplants at Moffitt and at
other member institutions. Area
residents who wish to become
bone marrow donors may do so at
the Southwest Florida Blood
Bank.

The 38th commencement of the
University of South Florida is scheduled for Dec. 15 at 1 p.m. in the Sun
Dome.
During the ceremony, honorary
degrees will be awarded to Mary
Hatwood Futrell, James Michener
and William Reece Smith.
Futrell, a noted social j us_tice
advocate, is being recognized as a
leader of organized educators and as
an advocate for the teaching profession. Futrell has been actively involved in the Education Commission of the States, National Assessment of Educational Progress and
the National Select Committee on
Education of Black Youth.
The honorary degree from USF
will not be Futrell's first. She has received an honorary degree from Vir. ginia State University, where she
earned her bachelor's degree in
business education and from George
Washington University, where she
earned her master's degree in business education.
"I am deeply honored to receive
an honorary degree from USF. I am
committed to quality education and
to giving children the best education
our c9untry can afford," Futrell said.
Futrell's accomplishments have
been recognized by several publications and organizations earning her a
number of honors and awards. In
1984 Ebony magazine named her
the Outstanding U.S. Black Busi-

ness and Professional Person. That
same year, Ladies Home Journal
Magazine listed her as one of the top
100 women in America.
Futrell has received many honors, including the President's Award
of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People,
National Education Association
Friend of Education Award and the
Labor Award for Trade Union Leadership.
James Michener has been a
major voice in American literature
for almost five decades. He published his first major novel in 1947,
Tales of the South Pacific, which
won a Pulitzer Prize in 1948, one of
the highest achievements for an
American writer. In various popular
forms, in a film and on stage, South
Pacific has become an American
classic.
That work was followed by a
succession of thoroughly researched
novels that provide a comparative
study of human nature through generations and across cultures, such as
Hawaii,Caravans,TheSource,Centennial, Chesapeake, Alaska, Texas
and Caribbean.
While producing quality novels, Michener has involved himself
in programs for aspiring writers at
colleges and universities, among
them Eckerd College, the University
ofMiami and the University ofTexas.
He has been awarded numerous

James Michener, above,
Mary Hatwood Futrell,
top right, and William
Reece Smith, right, will
receive honorary
degrees at
commencement
ceremonies on Dec. 15.

honorary degrees, as well as receiving the Navy Gold Cross and the
Medal of Freedom.
Michener now lives in St. Petersburg, and is a member of the
Academy of Senior Professionals at
Eckerd College. The academy is an
organization of retired and semiretired senior citizens sharing some
of their experiences with the students at Eckerd.
William Reece Smith served as
interim president ofUSF from 197677. He has served as president of the
Hillsborough County Bar ASssociation, the Florida Bar Association,
the American Bar Association and
the International Bar Association.
He is the only American attorney to
preside over bar associations at all of
these levels.
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A Rhodes Scholar, he has also
served on numerous community
committees and boards, -including
the State of Florida Human Rights
Advocacy Committee; Floqda Council of 100; Greater Tampa Chamber
of Commerce; the Florida Orchestra
Task Force; and the Council of Advisors at USF.
Smith has received many awards
and honors, and recently received
the American Bar Association's
highest recognition, the ABA Gold
Medal. He has also been awarded
honorary degrees from eight colleges and universities, including an
LL.D. from the University of South
Florida in 1973.
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Operation Santa Claus
under way
St. Nicholas and his elves have teamed up with the
USF Ambassadors for the
upcoming Christmas
season.
TheAmbassadors are hosting "Operation Santa
Claus" to help 260 orthopedically disabled children
from Shriner's Hospital and 40 underprivileged children from Faith Children's Home.
The site of"Operation Santa Claus" is the lobby of
USF's main library. One thousand Christmas tags are
placed on a Christmas tree and faculty, staff, and
students are asked to select a tag containing the child's
name and age from the tree.
A list of gift suggestions are printed on the back of
the tag.
Each person who selects a tag is asked to purchase
a gift for the child, wrap the gift, and bring it to the
library to place under the tree.
Immediately before Christmas the two charities
will take the gifts from the library and distribute them
to each of the children.

Extension Library
serves remote
classrooms
The SUS Extension Library Provides library
services to off-campus and continuing education
programs of the nine state universities. The Extension Library sends course-related materials to offcampus sites for SUS programs, such as PACE,
FEEDS, and the Bachelor of Independent Study
Program, as well as other courses taught in classrooms remote from USF Tampa campus.
Bibliographies can be submitted now in ad-·
vance of the spring semester. Materials not owned
by the library will be purchased in support of offcampus courses.
For more information about the services of the
Extension Library, contact Virginia S. O'Herron,
Director, ext. 4494. The library's campus mailing
address is PPA 000.
Faculty are encouraged to visit the facility at
4105 East Fowler Avenue, Tampa 33617. An open
house is scheduled forJan. 18 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Tom Mieczkowski just says ''Whoa'' to drugs
USF St. Petersburg professor Tom Mieczkowski says
crack cocaine use is waning in America, not rising. He
says the best form of regulating drugs is self-control,
not drug laws. And he ~hinks that portraying drugs as
public enemy number one is a smoke screen for other
unsolved pressing issues.
Tom Mieczkowski is no stranger
to drugs. In the '70s and the early
'80s he was working the streets of
Detroit, speaking the drug lingo of
hard-core heroin addicts, visiting
crack houses and schmoozing with
drug dealing street gangs and mob- .
sters.
His first-hand experience with
drugs, however, comes from hardcore research, not hard-core drug
abuse. Far from being a user himself, Mieczkowski is a nationally
respected criminologist at USF St.
Petersburg.
Mieczkowski (pronounced
MITCH-COW-SKI) says crack
cocaine use is waning in America,
not rising. He says the best form of
regulating drugs is self-control, not
drug laws. And he thinks that portraying drugs as public enemy number one is· a smoke screen for other
unsolved pressing issues.
"I'm concerned about drug
hysteria in society. We need to be
careful we don't lose sight of the fact
that there are other social problems,
such as the homeless and the quality
of public education," he says.
"There's a tendency (in the
political climate today) toward thinking that if we cleaned up the drug
problem in America, there would be
no problems. But drugs are not the
source of all of our social ills. Drugs
are symptoms, not causes."
Mieczkowski has some clout
when it comes to putting drugs into
perspective. He is chairman of the
national committee that is creating
an agenda for political debate in the
1992 elections.
As head of the National AssociationofState Universities' (NASU)
drug policy committee, Mieczkowski has chosen a panel that includes
drug maverick Ethan Nadelmann of

Princeton University, who advocates
drug legalization, and Shirley Coletti, president of Operation PAR in
St. Petersburg, a model drug treatment program. Coletti staunchly
opposes legalizing drugs.
The panel's task is to create a
policy paper on drug issues for the
1990s that will be distributed to
Congress, the White House and select political groups around the country. Their report, one of 12 from
similar panels of the NASU that are
identifying the top social issues likely
to plague the '90s, will be completed
by mid-1991.
"Our objective is to put these
issues on the table and to suggest
direction for the coming decade,"
Mieczkowski says with a thoughtful
deliberateness.
His unassuming manner belies
his high profile. Mieczkowski, 43,
usually dresses in generic golf shirts
and comfortably baggy pants. With
the graceful intensity of a tennis
player on the courts, he pads
smoothly and swiftly through the
campus corridors in topsiders. He's
an accessible man who keeps his
faculty office door open to his students, yet his name is often linked to
important drug studies being conducted county-wide and across the
country.
Until1979, Mieczkowski was a
freight ship captain of the M(V My
Sweet Lord. There's a sense of
adventure about him that comes from
having traveled the globe. That quest
for excitement also served him well
on land, while he studied the street
life of heroin users in Detroit in
1985.
Ask him what "geeking up" and
"throwing down" means, and he'll
give you a straight answer. The
street terms mean to get high, and to

fight, respectively.
"People often don't understand
that the world of drugs is a world
unto itself, including its own rules
and language. To understand the
problems associated with drugs, we
must understand this world--including its unique language and symbols."
Wh ile teaching at Wayne State
University in Detroit, he also was
project director of the Drug Use
Forecast Project. The project entailed giving urine tests to men arrested in 22 cities. Data from the
project supported the theory that
crack use had stabilized, confirming
Mieczkowski's own theories on why
crack use is declining in America.
"Using drugs becomes incompatible with our own vision of ourselves. Consider the hippies of the
1960s. The hippies who snorted
cocaine are now driving Porsches.
It's an aging-out hypothesis, a change
in attitudes and values. I expect the
same thing to happen to crack users."
In the short year he's been at
USF St. Petersburg, he has immersed
himself in the local drug scene. He
is the principal investigator of a
pioneering study using human hair
samples to determine drug use.
Working with the Pinellas
County Sheriff's Office and Operation PAF, the study involves interviewing and testing 279 inmates in
the Pinellas County Jail for drug use.
The inmates, who volunteered
for the study and were guaranteed
anonymity, took urine tests and gave
snips of their hair to researchers
within 24 hours of their arrest.
Researchers also gathered detailed
histories of each inmate's drug use.
The simultaneous testing of both
hair and urine is the only such study
being conducted in the country,
Mieczkowski says. Backed by National Institute of Justice grants, the
study is part of a federal effort to
determine if hair tests for drugs are
as valid as urine and blood tests.
Preliminary tests showed that
more than half of the inmates used
cocaine at least 60 days before they
were jailed. While urine tests showed

22 percent had used cocaine, hair
tests found 57 percent of the same
group of inmates had used it.
The difference exists because
the drug stays in urine for two days,
while it can last in the hair for possibly years, Mieczkowski says·. The
drug migrates to the hair shaft and
disperses in growth bands, much like
tree rings. Shampooing, bleaching
or cutting won't rid the hair of the
drug.
Although the study has received
favorable play in the media because
it suggests a
more accurate
means to detect
drug
users,
Mieczkowski
warns the preliminary results
may be deceiving.
"This technology is in its
infancy, and it
will take decades of scientific work to
validate it," he
says.
"Although we seem
to be able to
Tom
evaluate the degree of drug use, we have no control
studies. It's like inventing the light
bulb--it's great, but a long way from
electrifying a city."
Mieczkowski says it is premature for hair samples to be used for
pre-employment screening or as evid~nce in criminal trials. He also
thinks that except for research purposes, it's an invasion of privacy.
"The general use of screening,
in my opinion, constitutes an illegal
search. It's the same thing as someone forcing their way into your home
or into your records without probable cause. Of course, it's another
matter if your employer finds you
asleep at your desk everyday. Under
certain conditions drug screens are
reasonable, but these are highly
specialized circumstances."
In another local effort,
Mieczkowski recently finished a
study of teen-agers who are the main

breadwinners in their families because they sell drugs.
Funded by the Juvenile Welfare
Board, Mieczkowski and two colleagues studied 35 teen-agers between the ages of 15 and 17 who
lived in St. Petersburg's Laurel Park
and Jordan Park. The youths were
selling crack and powdered cocaine,
and the most were not addicts themselves.
"General! y, the parents were
aware their children were selling
drugs," Mieczkowski says. "The
question was, did
the family become
dependent on the
drug-dealing kids
to pay for basic
needs."
The an swer
was no. The researchers found
the teen-age dealers mainly spent
their money on
themselves, and
were profit-motivated.
"The kids appeared to believe
that this was the
Mieczkowski way to make substantial money
quickly.
"The kids didn't give much
money to their families," Mieczkowski says. 'They spent it on jewelry,
clothing, and expensive non-essentials, like weapons." Big ticket items,
such as cars, were also on the shopping list.
Mieczkowski is now working
with other drug experts on a book, a
guide for social workers, nurses,
counselors and therapists. Tentatively titled Drugs, Crime and Social Policy, it will be published early
next year by Allyn and Bacon.
In the meantime, he will be
flying around the country making
presentations concerning hair analysis. In the 11 years he's been in
criminology, he's made an impact.
"It's been a real interesting
decade, but there's a pile of issues
that need social attention. The drug
problem isn't going to go away."

Harrison Furniture and Interiors donates resources
to Gus A. Stavros Center
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Harrison Furniture & Interiors
has recently donated approximately
$35,000 worth offumiture and interior design services to the USF Gus
A. Stavros Center for Free Enterprise and Economic Education.
"The support that we have received for the building indicates the
support that businesses and private
individuals have given us," said Dick
Puglisi, director of the Center.
The Gus A. Stavros Center for
Free Enterprise and Economic Education was funded by $280,000 in
private donations and a $235,000
grant.
The center's mission is to instruct kindergarten through 12th-

grade teachers on how to teach pupils all aspects of national and worldwide economics.
"What we're trying to do is aid
the teachers in helping their students
to understand this broad area of
economic education. The new facility will enable us to do that in a much
moreeffectivemanner,"Puglisi said.
Harrison's became familiar with
the USF Gus A. Stavros Center after
opening their newest furniture showroom in Carrollwood in early 1990.
Suzan Decker, director of marketing
and design for Harrison's, was selected to oversee all interior design
elements of the new building, which
is expected to open by the end of the

year. Decker's past efforts have
brought her several honors for outstanding design work, including
awards in the Street of Dreams
competition, the Parade of Luxury
Homes and the Parade of Homes.

The Stavros Center for
Free Enterprise and
Economic Education
was funded by
$280,000 in private
donations and a
$235,000 grant. The
building is expected to
open by the end of the
year.
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